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Member JULfUS WADEIUMPER must feel I1ke the most popular man in the Twin City lris
Society this month. He reeeived letters fron President Dorothy Rudser and the News
& Vlews edi.tor, one asking him to speak and the other to r,rrite about the national
conventi-on in Denver. Neither knew the other was making the request, and Ju1ius,
trying to please both, sent a few notes of highlights of the convention, but prom-
ises to give more detail at the reeting.

The American lris Soeiety held
Colorado, on Wednesday, May 31,
day, June 1, 2, and 3.

its National Convention in Denver,
and Thrrrsday, Friday, and Satur-

UnusuaL weather conditions affected the bloom. March and April
were unseasonably warm, forcing the iris into an early start.
Then, several severe cold spelIs caused extensive damage to the
dwarf and median bLossoms and froze buds on many of the talL
bearded varieties.

0n the day of the convention opening Denver received up to eight
inches of haiL in many parts of the city. All in all, this r.ras
a real test for the iris, Sone gardens were not visited because
they were entireLy hailed out. This was true of the Alpahr Gar-
dens, whi-ch f understand are really beautiful.

About 350 members of the .0merican lris Society attended the con-
vention. The headquarters were at the Cosmopolitan Hotel in
downtown Denver. Several bus trips were made t,o visit gardens
in out}ytng places. These included Longts gardens in Borrlder,
Colorado State Unlversj.ty in Fort, Co1lins, the Brown and Loomj.s
Gardens in CoLorado Sprlngs, and Bakers Acre and the Denver
Botanic Gardens in Denver. Many beautiful iris were seen in
these various places.
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The trips w6re not all restricted to irls gardens. A tour of the
Air Force Academy was very informetlve and inspirational. A visit
and a meal at the Elying W Hanch, where the group was entertained
by real Country Western Cowboys, was relaxing and enJoyable.

Mernbers were given the opportunity to attend a Judging school,
which was administered by Larry Gaultier and Bill Bledsoe.

Some outstanding iris at the gardens visited included STEPPING
OUI by SchreLner, in my esti-rnation the finest thing I saw at the
convention" Other very good varieties were SIINNI SPIENDOR, GtOlf-
ING TrAnA, TAtilNy MINK, FUJITS MANTIE, HIGH PRAISE, CLotrD CAPEAS,
TALEhIT SHChI, and LIIASA.

Some good variettes were }{AD MD, GINGEHSNAP, JEWF,L TONE, GHORD-
ETTE, ETERI{AL llLAME, ll'JtD GINGER, and AWS.

Among the nein introductions, Dr. Drrancels AZIIRE AP0GEE was the
best. Bunning a close second was 33-63 by Nisr,ronger of Cape
Girardeau, Mtssouri.

There $ere so margr beautiful iris that it was difficuLt to limit
the choice ones to a few. Orbhers that are normally supposed to
be very beautiful did not perform weIl, undoubtedly due to the
weather cond:lti-ons. Among these were WINTER OIS,IPICS, which was
a sad disappointment in three different gardens ln two different
cj-ties. IITTRAP0ISE was also disappointing. In general, the GaI-
ifornia introductions could not take the unusual weather condi.-
tions too weII, In contrast, the Minnesota introductions, few
that there were, were harfrr, robust, and didnlt seem to suffer,
although most of them didnrt bloon either.

In conclusion, I would like to add, if you ever have an oppor-
tunity to attend a national convention, do not pass it up. There
is nothLng qulte l-ike it.

fhanks, Julius, for the higtrlights. Wetre looking forward to hearing the whole
s.bory at the September rneettng.
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MARK YOTTR CATENDAB

On Thursday, October 19p at 5r3O P.M., the Trin City lrls Society uiIl hold its An-
ntraL Dinner Meeting at the Swiss Chalet at Miracle Mi1e. Rmch rrll1 be served dur-
ing the gathering tirne, and we will use the regular cafeteria line with slrloin of
beef added to the menu for our group. Cost ls $2.5O, and reservatj,ons may be made
at the September neeting or by calling Mrs. G1enn Hanson, 56f-ffl18, or lulrs. George
sutton, 529-3bL2.

+ l+ lE + +S j* +t + fc lt tg * r^L ++ * +i .,S

What effect does winter mulch (covering) have on soil- temperature?
AllS ... Temperature beneath the surface of the soil in ueII mulched areas sel-
dom goes louer than 20 degrees. Good mulch covering also prevents rapid
changes in soll temperatr:re, an irnportant factor in winter surviva]- of plants.

-- Fbom Minn, State llort. Society Garden Quiz
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DID YOU KI{0},I THAT

Mrs. John Pike is back home and out
22? Best wishes for cont,inued galn

Mqqr_ A. M. Anderson,

Br.. {rTi?I,, CT.g*lqI,

bed after a heart attack on August
strength, Iv1rs. Pike.

5l$5 Elliot Avenue South, Minneapolis 551*l

Rt, #b, Mankato 56oor

of
of

Betty fpsen and daughter Julie Ann made a trip to Winnipeg where they were
veEy-impiessed by the gardens? The English garden in Assiniboine Park and
the rock and flower gardens in Kildonen Park were noticeably free of litter
as eompared to our parks, as was the flower garden on the maI1 in front of
the legislatrrre building. Each yard in the small towns enroute had a whole
garden, not just a few flowers, Reason for the trip was Julie Annrs par-
ticipation in the Manitoba Free Skating Competition on September 2. She
took first place in the Juvenile Ladlest dirrision, as she did in the St.
PauI Open Pree Skatlng Competition ln Ju3.y.

Glenn Hanson has an article entitled ttThe Many Faces of the Genus lriErr in
ffifffiEa }lorticulturist for August? The cover of that Lssue also has
an unusual drawing of an iris by A. 14. Beintrardt.

We have seven nehr members slnee June? Welcome to

Mrs. John A. Schut€Br 35ZZ Stinson Boulevard, Minneapolis 55hra

55hztUx, & Mrs. Davtd Reeves, 63l,ll+ James Ave. So. e Minneapolis

Itfrs. Hemy Elrerq, 6925 35th ptace North, Minneapolis 55|.l2l

I{rs. Ray Bronn, ftt, 1-, Bosemount 55Cf,8

koflt on the Auction in August was $50L.53? Table sales totaled $ff5.35;
auction.sales, $589.95. &cpenses were $95.00, and total certj-fieates re-
deemed (prizes from the June show) were $105,72. Auction Chairnan Urban
Ipsen thanks aIL those who donated and/or heLped r^rith the auction, and all
thoee uho bought Lris, making the auct,ion a success,


